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ABSTRACT

In 2007, the Kluane First Nation (KFN) developed a plan to involve community members
in stewardship of salmon bearing streams and lakes of the White River Watershed lying
within their traditional territory. Salmon habitats and stocks requiring monitoring and or
assessment were identified through areview of existing information on salmon
distribution in the watershed and consultations with Fisheries & Oceans Canada (DFO)
fisheriesmanagers. Based on the findings, projects were identified that could be
undertaken by community stewards and incorporated into afive year plan of action. A
White River Watershed Salmon Restoration and Enhancement plan/record of actions
including a bibliography and summary of review findings was produced to maintain a
record of annual stewardship activities. Field equipment needs as well astechnical and
health and safety training requirements for stewards were also identified.
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INTRODUCTION

This project istheinitiation of amulti year program of salmon stewardship activitiesin
the White River Watershed. The watershed is primarily located within the traditional
territories of the Kluane and White River First Nations. Both Chinook and Chum salmon
spawning occursin a number of areas throughout the watershed. Current information
confirms Chinook salmon spawning in the Donjek, Klotassin, Nisling and Kluane Rivers
and Tincup Creek. Fall Chum salmon spawning has been confirmed in a number of
ground water fed channels and sloughsin the upper Kluane River, in the White, Donjek,
Kluane and Koidern Rivers and in Kluane Lake.

In order to take appropriate action to conserve and restore salmon stocks and their habitat
in the Kluane area, KFN would like to involve their own membersin stewardship of the
salmon resource in their traditional territory. Although stewardship initiatives have been
attempted by KFN in the past, these have largely failed because of the lack of clear
objectives or a clear plan and the technical skills required to lead and undertake fisheries
field projects. In 2007, KFN applied for and received financial support from the Y ukon
River Panel, Restoration and Enhancement (R& E) fund to develop adetailed plan for a
stewardship program in their traditional territory. KFN retained the services of J. Wilson
& Associates to provide assistance in the development of the plan and technical
supervision during field projects

The specific objectives of the 2007 program were as follows:

1. Build capacity within the KFN staff and community for stewardship initiatives
through workshops, technical training and field safety courses

2. Review files and written reports on fisherieswork conducted on lakes and streamsin
the Kluane First Nation Traditional Territory;

3. Compile abibliography and summary of findingsin a White River Watershed Salmon
Restoration & Enhancement plan/record of actions,

4. ldentify salmon habitat and stock monitoring and assessment needs in the watershed
and develop aplan for annual stewardship activities;

5. Introduce KFN staff to Yukon River Panel protocols and demonstrate sampling

methods;

|dentify technical and health and safety training requirements.

Inventory existing field equipment and identify needs for field projects
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