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Fall Chum Salmon Stock Status
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Fall Chum Salmon Run Forecast
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Point estimate = 660,000 
Range = 550,000 – 780,000

Below average for an even-year run (∼ 800,000 fish)
Weaker than average 5-year old return



Canadian-Origin Outlook – Mainstem Yukon
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Canadian-Origin Fall Chum salmon comprise about 25% 
of the drainage-wide run

Outlook range 137,000 – 195,000 fish 
(midpoint of 166,000)



Canadian-Origin Outlook – Fishing Branch
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Fishing Branch River Fall Chum salmon comprise about 
4% of the drainage-wide run

Outlook range 22,000 – 31,000 fish 
(midpoint of 27,000)
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2016 Coho Salmon Outlook
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Questions?
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2016 Coho Salmon Outlook

Assuming average survival
2016 return is expected to be average.



Genetic Analysis
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Fishing Branch River

Yukon River (U.S./Canada Border

Proportions provided by USFWS



Preliminary Fall Chum Salmon 
Escapement Estimates
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Location Assessment Method Escapement Goal (type)
2015 Fall Chum Salmon 

Escapement

Drainagewide Run Reconstruction 300,000–600,000 (SEG) 560,000

Chandalar River Sonar 74,000–152,000 (BEG) 164,000

Sheenjek River Regression 50,000–104,000 (BEG) 34,000 a

Upper Tributary b Combination 152,000–312,000 (BEG) 207,000 a

Tanana River Regression 61,000–136,000 (BEG) 124,000 a

Delta River Ground Surveys 6,000–13,000 (BEG) 33,000

Fishing Branch River Weir 22,000–49,000 (IMEG) 8,000

Yukon River Mainstem Sonar-Harvest 70,000–104,000 (IMEG) 109,000

Note: Biological escapement goal (BEG), sustainable escapement goal (SEG), IMEG interim management 
escapement goal.
a Estimated values as some projects were not operated in 2015. 
b Upper Yukon Tributary goal is Chandalar, Sheenjek and Fishing Branch rivers combined.



Fall Chum Salmon
Brood Year Age Composition
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Ricker Recruit Curve 
Fall Chum Salmon
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Fall Chum Salmon
Total Run Reconstruction
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Fall Chum Salmon 
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Fall Chum Salmon Forecast Components
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