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The Yukon River Panel (Panel), established by the U.S./Canada Yukon River Salmon Agreement,
met in Whitehorse, Yukon from April 3 through 5 to receive 2023 Yukon River Chinook and chum
salmon outlooks. The Panel also reviewed project proposals submitted to the Restoration and
Enhancement Fund for funding consideration in 2023. The Panel, which operates under the Yukon
River Salmon Agreement (Pacific Salmon Treaty), consists of 12 Alaska and Yukon residents from
throughout the Yukon River system, and is supported by regional advisors, scientists, and
managers from Canada and the United States.

2022 Canadian-Origin Salmon Run, Harvest, and Escapement Estimates

Chinook Salmon (Yukon River Mainstem)
» Total estimated run size: ~13,144
e Harvest: ~1,121 (U.S), ~46 (Canada)
e Spawning escapement: ~11,977

Chum Salmon (Yukon River Mainstem)
» Total estimated run size: ~23,000
e Harvest: ~695* (U.S.), ~0 (Canada)
e Spawning escapement. ~22,059

Chum Salmon (Fishing Branch River (Porcupine Drainage))
» Total estimated run size: ~3,000
e Harvest: ~111* (U.S.) ~15 (Canada)
e Spawning escapement: ~2,934

*Estimate



2023 Canadian-Origin Salmon Escapement Goals and Preseason Forecasts

Chinook Salmon (Yukon River Mainstem): The Yukon River Panel received the results of the
Joint Technical Committee’s Chinook salmon biological escapement goal scientific analysis.
Although the Panel acknowledged the scientific basis for the recommendation, further
consideration as well as work by the Panel and its Traditional Knowledge Sub-Committee is
required to inform the establishment of a long-term escapement goal. The Panel did not reach
consensus on a new recommendation for a spawning escapement objective for the 2023 season
and will continue to review and discuss this topic in future meetings.

Chinook Salmon (Yukon River Mainstem)
* *Interim Management Escapement Goal: no recommendation for 2023
» Pre-Season estimate forecast outlook range: 26,000 — 43,000

Chum Salmon (Yukon River Mainstem)
* Interim Management Escapement Goal: 70,000 — 104,000
» Pre-Season estimate forecast outlook range: 28,000 — 150,500

Chum Salmon (Fishing Branch River (Porcupine Drainage)
* Interim Management Escapement Goal: 22,000 — 49,000
» Pre-Season estimate forecast outlook range: 4,000 — 24,000

Further information may be found in the Yukon River Salmon 2022 Season Summary and 2023
Season Outlook at: https://www.yukonriverpanel.com/publications/yukon-river-joint-technical-
committee-reports/

2023 Management Recommendations

e The Panel recommends the closure of the 2023 Chinook salmon fisheries in the U.S. and
Canada based on the JTC’s poor Canadian-origin Chinook forecast.
If the Chinook run size permits a fishery, the Panel recommends managing for potential pre-spawn
mortality of Canadian-origin Chinook from Ichthyophonus and detrimental environmental
conditions in U.S. and Canadian fisheries.

Restoration and Enhancement Fund

The Yukon River Panel approved $1.034 million U.S. of funding for 18 project proposals for
salmon and habitat Restoration and Enhancement projects in Alaska and Yukon to be undertaken
in 2023. The Panel has allocated more than $20.89 million U.S. since 2002 to community-based
projects, including stewardship projects, directly supporting the management and recovery of
Yukon River salmon stocks originating in Canada.

For full details of all Restoration and Enhancement projects and other Yukon River Panel
information please check the Panel’s website at: http://www.yukonriverpanel.com/
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Restoration and Enhancement Fund: 2023 Project Proposals Selected for Funding

# 2023 Project Title

1 KDFN Michie Creek Salmon Monitoring Project 2023

2 Takhini River Chinook Salmon Sonar Project

3 Chinook Salmon Sonar Enumeration on the Big Salmon River

4 Pelly River Chinook Salmon Sonar Program.

5 Klondike River Chinook Sonar

6 Fishing Branch River Chum Spawning and Seasonal Dewatering Investigations
7 Pilot Station fall season extension

8 Pilot Station and Eagle Sonar summer season extension

9 Genetic Stock Identification of Chinook Salmon in Alaskan Test Fisheries, 2023
10 Stewart River Watershed Chinook Salmon Restoration Investigation

11 Klondike River Chinook Stock Restoration

12 Ta’an Kwach’an Council - Fox Creek Salmon Restoration Project

13 Morley River and Nisutlin River Chinook Stock Restoration Research

14 Morley River and Nisutlin aerial surveys

15 First Fish 2023

16 Whitehorse Rapids Fishway Stewardship

17 Salmon in the Schools

18 Yukon River Salmon Preseason Planning Meeting

Next meeting

The Yukon River Panel’s 2023 post-season meeting will be held in January 2024. Further details
regarding specific dates and location will be made available on the Yukon River Panel’s website.



