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PRESS RELEASE  

 
Successful Semi-Annual Meeting of the International Yukon River Salmon Panel in Fairbanks 

 
The Yukon River Panel, as mandated by the U.S./Canada Yukon River Agreement, met in Fairbanks 
on April 4 and 5 to determine the 2007 international management arrangements for Yukon River fall 
chum and Chinook salmon stocks of Canadian origin throughout the length of the Yukon River in 
Alaska and Yukon Territory.   
 
The Panel allocated $US1.2 million for 41 salmon and habitat Restoration and Enhancement Fund 
projects in both Alaska and Yukon Territory; recommended priorities for 2008 resource management 
and research projects; and established specific escapement guidelines for the management of these 
salmon stocks in 2007.   
 
Despite many contentious issues throughout the 16-year negotiating process, the Panel has set an 
example for cooperatively sharing and managing international salmon stocks, with direct involvement 
of community representatives. The Panel, which operates under the umbrella of the Pacific Salmon 
Treaty, consists of 12 Alaska and Yukon Territory residents from throughout the Yukon River system, 
supported by regional advisors, and agency scientists and managers from Canada and the United 
States. 
 
As a priority, the Panel has allocated $1.5US million during the past decade to community-based 
projects, including stewardship projects, directly supporting the management and recovery of Yukon 
River salmon stocks originating in Canada.  In 2007, these projects include test fisheries and 
population monitoring projects in the Marshall, Kaltag, and Rampart Rapids areas in Alaska; and in 
communities within the Yukon drainage in Yukon Territory, both along the Yukon River mainstem 
and tributaries, such as the Porcupine River. 
 
Other restoration and enhancement projects involve the application of developing technologies 
supportive of the management regime.  These include monitoring genetic stock composition of salmon 
harvested, and advanced salmon run counting techniques using sonar stations at the US-Canada border 
and within the Canadian portion of the system. 
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Upon reviewing the 2006 salmon runs and fisheries, the Panel found that salmon stocks are generally 
improving, and the runs returned in 2006 stronger than expected.  Similar runs are expected in 2007, 
hopefully contributed to by the Panel’s recent stock rebuilding conservation measures.  Management 
measures planned for 2007 envision subsistence (in Alaska), aboriginal (Yukon Territory), sport and 
limited commercial fisheries for both the Chinook and fall chum stocks of Canadian origin.  
 
The Panel also acknowledged allocation and escapement objectives set by the Panel have been met and 
exceeded in recent years, assisted by the use of new and improved technology supported by the Panel’s 
Restoration and Enhancement Fund. 
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