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December 5, 2017 
 
 
Mr. Charles Swanton, Co-Chair 
Yukon River Panel 
United States Section 
 
Mr. Steven Gotch, Co-Chair 
Yukon River Panel 
Canadian Section 
 
via email 
 
Dear Charlie and Steve, 

As the Panel commemorates the 15th anniversary of the Yukon River Salmon 
Agreement (Agreement), I’m writing to convey my wishes for a great celebration 
and to reaffirm the Secretariat’s support for your important work.  I regret that 
prior commitments kept me from attending in Whitehorse. 

While 2017 marks the 15th anniversary of the Agreement, I am reminded that the 
Panel’s work has deeper roots.  From the 1985 signing of the Pacific Salmon 
Treaty onward, Canada and the United States have recognized the importance of 
properly managing Yukon River salmon stocks.  For the last three decades, the two 
countries have engaged to help ensure the best future possible for Yukon chinook 
and chum stocks and the communities that depend on them.  While the long road to 
2017 wasn’t always smooth, it was followed diligently and purposefully by those 
who care passionately, like you, about this salmon stronghold. 

As the Panel looks toward the future, with all its uncertainty and concerns, I am 
glad to see that the Pacific Salmon Commission Secretariat can support your 
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vision.  Angus Mackay and Victor Keong bring the best of the Secretariat’s 
capacity to bear on the Panel’s efforts.  Other staff, including myself, remain 
committed to providing open communication, accessible information, and modern 
technology as the engines that will drive the Panel forward in the 21st century. 

Best wishes on this important anniversary and for those yet to come. 

     Sincerely, 

     
     John Field  

Executive Secretary 


