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2018 Canadian-Origin Mainstem Yukon 
River Chum Salmon: Pre-Season Forecast & 
Spawning Escapement Goal

• Pre-season Forecast of 400,000 - 450,000
• Highest forecast since 1998
• Yukon River Panel Interim Management 

(spawning) Escapement Goal 70,000-104,000
• Canadian spawning escapement 

management target 87,000
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2018 Yukon River Mainstem Canadian-Origin 
Chum Salmon: Canadian Harvest Shares & 
Potential Fishery Allocations
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Fishery expectations based on pre-season 
forecast of Canadian-origin Chum salmon:



2018 Yukon River Mainstem Canadian-Origin 
Chum Salmon: Management Plan

• Encourage harvest of fall chum across fisheries. 
• Fully First Nation Fishery 
• Public Angling / Domestic / Commercial:

• Anticipated fishery openings and harvest 
opportunities at the start of the season. 
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• Start of fishery delayed until after conclusion of 
Chinook salmon migration. 

• Commercial, domestic, and public angling 
fisheries open for the duration of the season. 

• Catch and effort monitored and documented. 
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2018 Yukon River Mainstem Canadian-Origin 
Chum Salmon: In-Season Management Actions



• “The run did not materialize for me in the end.” 
(Observation from commercial fishery participant)

• “They came later and people fished into late 
October. The elders say that the chum are not as 
big as they used to be.”(Report from First Nation Fish and 
Wildlife Manager)

• Chum salmon captured angling in mid-November 
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2018 Yukon River Mainstem Canadian-Origin 
Chum Salmon: Fishery Observations



2018 Yukon River Mainstem Canadian-Origin 
Chum Salmon: Canadian Fishery Harvest

2018 Harvest by Fishery:
First Nation                     800*
Public Angling <100*
Commercial 1,926
Domestic 0

*Preliminary estimates

7



2018 Yukon River Mainstem Canadian-
Origin Chum Salmon: Run Summary

Eagle Sonar Estimate 158,501
Canadian Harvest <3,000 

Information to be confirmed in early 2019: 
• U.S. harvest
• Border passage
• Total Canadian harvest
• Spawning escapement
• Total Canadian-origin Run Size

8 *Preliminary estimates CDN harvest data from prior years.  



Canadian-Origin Porcupine River 
Chum Salmon
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2018 Canadian-Origin Porcupine River 
Chum Salmon: Pre-Season Forecast

• Escapement Goal and Outlook are specific 
to Fishing Branch River

• Outlook uncertain
• 64,000 to 72,000

• Yukon River Panel Interim 
Management (spawning)
Escapement Goal 
22,000 - 49,000.
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Porcupine Sonar

Fishing Branch Sonar/Weir



2018 Canadian-Origin Porcupine River Chum 
Salmon: Canadian Harvest Shares & Potential 
Fishery Allocations
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Fishery expectations based on pre-season 
forecast of Canadian-origin Chum salmon. 



2018 Canadian-Origin Porcupine River 
Chum Salmon: Management Plan 
• Continued concerns over low returns to Fishing 

Branch River. 
• Precautionary approach to season fishery.
• Rely on Porcupine River Sonar to guide in-

season decisions.
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2018 Canadian-Origin Porcupine River Chum 
Salmon: In-Season Management Actions

• Late run timing & low sonar count estimates.
• Conservative approach to fishery maintained. 
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2018 Canadian-Origin Porcupine River Chum 
Salmon: Canadian Fishery Harvest

Porcupine River
2018 Harvest by Fishery:
• First Nation 1,874 

<30% of Basic Needs
• Public Angling 0 
• Commercial 0
• Domestic 0

35-70% of Chum caught in Canadian Porcupine River 
fishery are of Fishing Branch origin.
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2018 Canadian-Origin Porcupine River Chum 
Salmon: Preliminary Run Summary

Porcupine River
Sonar passage estimate        15,436
Canadian Harvest 1,874  

Fishing Branch River
Weir passage estimate            10,151
IMEG  22,000 – 49,000
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Information to be confirmed in 
early 2019: 
• U.S. harvest
• Total Canadian-origin run size



Comments/Questions? 
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