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Yukon River Panel: 2021 Management Recommendations 

Excerpt from Yukon River Panel Press Release, April 2021 

1. Consistent with the 2021 Chinook salmon forecast and in consideration of the probability of 

expected low run size, 2021 directed Chinook salmon fisheries should be closed through at least 

the mid-point of the run. Chinook salmon harvest opportunity after the mid-point should be 

considered conservatively to ensure escapement falls within the 2021 IMEG range (42,500 – 

55,000) and that Yukon River Salmon Agreement harvest share obligations are achieved. In-

season fishery management decisions will account for the reality that the Canadian-origin run 

size past the Pilot Station sonar program will not be known with certainty, and as such, should 

rely on the lower bound of in-season run size projections.  

2. To provide for Canadian-origin Chinook salmon conservation, limit use of gill nets to 6” mesh or 

smaller upstream of the Tanana River / Yukon River Mainstem confluence for the duration of the 

Chinook salmon migration consistent with the regulatory structures in both countries.  

3. Contingent on status of border passage and achievement of Treaty objectives, restrictions on 

Chinook salmon fishing should be maintained into the Fall Season through the approximate 95% 

point or greater of the Chinook salmon run timing.  

4. Environmental conditions, in particular extreme events, should be considered in-season to inform 

fishery management measures implemented and resulting harvest opportunities.  

5. In the event that in-season assessment programs are unable to operate in 2021 due to 

circumstances beyond agency control, fishery harvest opportunities should be provided 

conservatively based on 2021 pre-season outlooks and associated Total Allowable Catch and 

harvest share allocations.  

6. U.S. and Canadian Managers shall collaborate closely throughout the season to evaluate and 

discuss in-season run assessment, management actions and expected outcomes resulting from 

management actions. 

 

 


