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* NPFMC Figure 3
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Salmon Bycatch Data 
Collection 

• 100% observer coverage on 
fishing vessels

• Catch sorting to determine 
salmon bycatch by species

• Genetic samples taken to 
analyze stock of origin

• Age-Sex-Length samples and 
data collected

• Further data compilation and 
analysis conducted post-
season

General Considerations

• Salmon bycatch is 
comprised of multiple stocks 
from throughout the North 
Pacific

• Bycaught salmon are 
immature - annual bycatch 
not equal to annual adult 
return

• Bycatch must be adjusted 
for natural mortality to 
compare to adult returns

• Bycatch adjusted for natural 
mortality referred to as Adult 
Equivalent (AEQ) bycatch

Adult Equivalent (AEQ) and 
Impact Analysis

• AEQ analysis relies on the 
Following Data:
• total salmon bycatch
• bycatch genetic mixtures 

and stock ID
• bycatch age composition
• salmon maturity schedules
• salmon mortality 

assumptions in marine 
habitats

• Bycatch Impact compares 
AEQ bycatch of a stock to 
that stock’s annual adult 
return
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● Bycatch numbers reported by the National Marine Fisheries Service, available at:
 https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries-catch-landings?tid=286 

● Bycatch updates reported by the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council, available at: 
https://www.npfmc.org/bsai-salmon-bycatch/
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