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The Chinook Salmon Test Fishery ran for two and a half weeks commencing
July 14. Due to fishers outstanding obligations to their employers we were
unable to coordinate a standardized fish week.

The following individuals took part in the Test Fishery:

Commercial Fishers: Mel Besharah, Tim Gerberding, Cor Guimond, Sebastian
Jones, and Roger Mendelsohn

Assistant Fishers: Adam Farr, Pauline Frost, Victor John, Kevin
Mendelsohn, and Adam Roberts.

Summary of Chinook Salmon Caught in the Test Fishery

MALES FEMALES TOTAL # of TAGS
Week 1 172 106 278 12
Week 2 210 92 302 6
Week 3 114 73 187 8
TOTALS 496 271 767 26
DISTRIBUTION OF SALMON

Tr'ondék Hwéch'’in Chief and Council decided that the Tr'ondék Hwéch'in would
keep 50% of the salmon, 40% would be distributed amongst other Yukon First
Nations, and 10% would be distributed amongst the commercial fishers taking
part in the Test Fishery. Without this generous contribution to the
Commercial Fishers the Test Fishery would not have been the success that
it was. The distribution of the fish went as follows:

Trondék Hwéch’in 417
Selkirk First Nation 59
Na Cho Nyak Dun First Nation 60
Kluane First Nation 50
Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation 30
Teslin Tlingit Council 81
Commercial Fishers 70
TOTAL 767
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE TEST FISHERIES

1. There was a complaint from a fisheries officer that some nets were not
clearly marked with the collection license number. The individual nets
being used by the commercial fishers for the Test Fishery need to be
clearly marked to assist the Fisheries Officers in identifying all of the test
fishing gear. This could be solved by providing each fisher with four
marked buoys to be put on the end of each of their nets and/or fishwheels.
Each fisher could then be allotted with a specific colour of buoy.

2. There was a concern raised that the commercial fishers may not be
putting as much effort into the Test Fishery as they would normally put into
a commercial fishery. In order to provide more incentive to the fishers to
truly mimic a commercial fishery the fishers could be paid a base wage to
go fishing and then market value for each fish caught.

3. A standardized fishing week would make it far more convenient for the
administrators of the Test Fishery however with the fishers prior
obligations to their employers and the problems in getting full participation
in the Test Fishery this may be impossible.

4. Itis too much to expect a person to bring a ‘stranger’ into their fish camp.
Some of these fish camps are in remote areas and the fishers and their
assistants are living in very close quarters twenty-four hours a day. The
assistants need to have bush skills and fishing skills in order to properly
assist the fishers as well as to maintain safety in the camp and on the
river. The fishers should be able to choose their own assistants.

5. Several details need to be addressed when organizing the Test Fishery.
In order to accomplish this, representatives from the Yukon River
Commercial Fishing Association and Trondék Hwéch'in must meet earlier
in the season to discuss all aspects of the Test Fishery and to establish
specific distribution arrangements.

6. The gear allowance paid to the fishers does not cover the true cost of the
boats, motors, fuel, nets, groceries, safety equipment, and camp costs.
This amount needs to be reviewed.

MANY THANKS TO:
The Commercial Fishers The Assistant Fishers
Tr'ondék Hwéch'in Pauline Frost and Roger Hanberg
Isaac Juneby Mary Ellen Jarvis
Gerry Couture Jake Duncan
Don Tutin Chief Isaac Inc.
Sandy Johnston Pat Milligan

Yukon River Commercial Fishing Association
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