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INTRODUCTION:

The third ofFering of the Yukon Fisheries Field Assistant Certification Program,

through Yukon College in conjuncdon with Malaspina University-College, was

conducted in Teslin, Yukon over a five-week period between May 2 and June 3 2005

The overall goal of the course is to provide students from a wide range of academic and

employment backgrounds with the basic skills and knowledge to work in Yukon salmon

(anadramous) and freshwater fisheries as fisheries field technicians. Students finishing

the program are equipped with skills and knowledge related to salmonid biology, fish

identification, fisheries techniques as well as fish and fish habitat inventories,

assessments and restoration techniques. The course is also intended to provide students

with the opportunity to acquire skills related to project planning procedures, permit

applications, project administration and proposal development pertaining to typical

Yukon fisheries fieldwork. The original intent was for the course to be offered on an

annual basis in Yukon communities, with the goal of increasing the quality of salmon

restoration projects within the Territory, as well as building capacity in temis of

stewardship and the move toward more community-based fisheries management.

The course is relatively intense, consisting of both classroom lectures and fieldwork over

a 5-week period, with several extra weekend sessions. The course has been funded

through The Yukon River Panel Salmon Restoration and Enhancement Fund, student

tuition, and in-kind contributions from Yukon College. The first ofifering of the course

was in Dawson City, in August and September of 2003. A second offering was

successfully completed at the same location in May and June of 2004.

The original intent of the project was to deliver the course with a curriculum

wholly developed at the Ayamdigut Campus of Yukon College, with the intent of

meeting the specific needs of Yukon fisheries in terms of community members becoming

involved in community-based restoration projects, research and stewardship activities.

The course was intended to be developed to meet the needs of mature students. First

Nation members and those who have been working as field technicians, but lacking in

fonnal training who wish to expand their skills and abilities in that specific area. Typical

of many Yukon College courses, the students have spanned a wide range of ages and

academic, or other learning backgrounds. The objecdve of the program has been to



conduct an offering of the course annually at Yukon College community campuses

throughout the Territory. This approach has been taken to give individuals residing

throughout the Territory an opportunity to increase their employment options without

leaving their respective communities.

Program History:

At the time of the first offering of the course in August of 2003, the Yukon-based

curriculum had not been developed to a point where it would effectively meet the needs

outlined above. In order to pennit the program to nm that year course coordinators in

Dawson contacted Malaspina University-College's Fisheries and Aquaculture Extension

Program, who have for many years offered a Fisheries Field Technician Certificate

Program. An arrangement was then made for two Malaspina instmctors to come to

Dawson to deliver the course in conjunction with a Yukon resident instructor who was to

serye as an assistant and "instmctor-in-training" for the second offering of the course. At

the end of the course, successful stidents were awarded Malaspina s Fisheries Field

Technician Certificate. Following the first offering further work was done by the Yukon

"instmctor-in-training" to attempt to complete a Yukon-based curriculum for the course

over the fall of 2003. However, this curriculum was not completed to a point where it

could be offered in 2004. Compounding this problem, the "instmctor-in-training" who

had agreed to teach part of the course in 2004, resigned from the position three weeks

before course start-up. This meant that no Yukon-based instructor familiar with the

Malaspina curriculum was available. Because of this situation Malaspina's instmctors and

curriculum were utilized again during the 2004 ofiFering. The 2005 offering was a joint

offering between the two institutions with a 50:50 split between curriculum developed

and delivered by Malaspina, and course materials developed and delivered by a Yukon

College instmctor.

The original intent of the program was to develop and deliver a wholly Yukon-

based curriculum designed to specifically meet the needs ofanadromous and freshwater

fisheries, in a sub-arctic environment. The Malaspina curriculum, while very effective

and appropriate for fisheries located in a more temperate climate, has been developed to

meet the needs of a wide range of applications and is somewhat "generic" in its approach.



This particular curriculum does not fully address some of the specific scenarios and

problems unique to the Yukon.

The remainder of this report will summarize the 2005 offering of the Yukon

Fisheries Field Technicians Course, and make recommendations intended to improve the

efficacy and quality of the program during future offerings.

20050fferin :

As mentioned in the introduction, the Yukon Fisheries Field Technician's Course

was offered in Teslin in May and early June of 2005. The classroom portion of the course

was conducted at the Teslin Tlingit Training Centre, formerly a Territorial Corrections

facility, located approximately 2 km. west of the community ofTeslin. The field

practicums for the course were conducted at a variety of streams draining into Teslin

Lake, most of which are located within 50 km. of the community.

The Teslin Training Centre and general area proved to be an excellent location to

offer the course as it also contained sleeping accommodations and a large kitchen and

dining room. Yukon College was also conducting a culinary arts program in the Training

Centre. This worked very well in terms of providing Fisheries Tech students with meals

during the course. Students from out of town were able to live and eat at the Training

Centre and did not need to travel to the classroom.

A total of 10 students started the course, and 8 completed the program

successfully. Of the 8 graduates 6 were female, and 2 male; all program participants were

members of Yukon First Nations, and all students were funded by their respective F.N.

The Teslin area proved to be better suited than Dawson in tenns of providing streams to

conduct the fiield sessions for the course. The streams had thawed and opened up by the

time the course started, and although the water was still high, it had begun to subside

during the last two weeks of the course. The only fieldwork related problem was that

most of the streams within close range of the community were very similar in

moq)hology and riparian vegetation, and it would have been better to give students the

opportunity to work in a variety of stream habitat types.
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The Malaspina curriculum was developed as a five-week package, and this was

the format of the first three ofiTerings of the Fish Tech Program. Due to the compressed

field season, and the difficulties involved in people from Yukon communities being away

from home, we would like to offer future versions of the Yukon Fisheries Technicians

Program as a five week course May through June, and continue course offerings in

alternate years. The first two weeks of the revised Fish Tech Program would be

classroom-based and conducted at Ayamdigut campus of Yukon College in Whitehorse.

This would allow easy access to additional teaching resources and a reduction in some of

the logistics associated with a community-based ofifering; students could be

accommodated at the Ayamdigut campus, Whitehorse, dormitory. The following three

weeks of the course would be conducted from a field camp, and would address the

applied aspects oftfie course. Since one of the primary objectives of the Yukon River

Panel as program funders is to produce technicians for their Restoration and

Enhancement projects, the last week of the Fish Tech course would include the planning

and completion phases of a small scale project, similar to those fanded by the Yukon

River Panel R & E fand. Hopefully this approach will produce skilled Fisheries Field

Technicians who are able to make significant contributions to Yukon Fisheries.


